
Question 1:
When has an unexpected change of plans 
worked in your favor?

God’s Will and 
My Circumstances5
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THE POINT

God works on your 
behalf—even in seemingly 
random circumstances.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

When I was a college student, 
I took time one day to read 
Isaiah 53 . I was inspired 
by Christ’s willingness to 
be a suffering servant . In 
response, I prayed, “Lord, if 
there is a task no one else is 
willing to take, You can give it 
to me .” 

As I surrendered my life to 
God’s service, the phone 
rang . I thought, I hope that’s 
not for me! I was having such 
a special time with God, I 
didn’t want it to end! Sure 
enough, it was for me . It 
was someone in our college 
group with significant social 
issues . He was lonely and 
would call single adults in 
our church every evening . 

“Tell him I can’t come to the 
phone” I told my roommate . 
Then I resumed my prayer: 
“God, if You have any difficult 
task that others are unwilling 
to undertake, You can give it 
to me!” 

It was two weeks later before 
I realized God had answered 
my prayer even before I had 
said “Amen!” I just hadn’t 
made the connection . 
Circumstances are not always 
just circumstances! We must 
learn to see God at work .  
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Romans 8:26-27
26 In the same way the Spirit also helps us in our weakness, because we do not know 
what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with unspoken 
groanings. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
he intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Life routinely presents us with confusing 
circumstances .

The doctor finds something unusual during 
routine lab work . 

We are offered a promotion, but it requires 
more travel . 

We are asked to serve as a leader in our 
church, but our schedule is already too full . 

We obey what we sense God wants us 
to do, but we are beset with criticism 
and opposition . 

We can feel overwhelmed by our 
circumstances because we don’t know how 
things will turn out in the future . If we knew 
how the future would unfold, we could make 
decisions with confidence . But because we 
don’t know, we must live by faith, trusting in 
the one Person who does know the future and 
who loves us with an infinite love .

The Lord once convicted me about my prayer 
life . Daily I would pray for my family, friends, 
and church . For example, I would pray for 
my three children and ask God to do what I 
thought was best for them . One day I read 
Ephesians 3:20a: “Now to him who is able to 
do above and beyond all that we ask or think .” 
It dawned on me that what I was asking for my 
family might be far beneath what God wanted 
to do for them . 

Question 2:
What do you do when you 
don’t know what to pray?
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I resolved that I did not want to pray my best 
thinking for my family; I wanted to pray God’s 
best. There is a world of difference between 
these two! But the only way I could pray God’s 
best for my family and for others was if I knew 
what God’s best was. And for that I would 
have to learn what was on God’s heart  
and mind.

But what do we do if we don’t know what 
God wants? In this passage, the apostle Paul 
explained, “we do not know what to pray for 
as we should,” but the Holy Spirit does. We 
are not alone! When we pray and seek God, 
His Holy Spirit intercedes on our behalf. We 

have no one better to pray with us than the 
One who perfectly knows the mind and will 
of God!

The Holy Spirit knows the heart and mind 
of God. He understands how God intends 
to work in our lives. He knows how God will 
even use our circumstances for our good and 
God’s glory. The Holy Spirit is never caught by 
surprise or bewildered by our circumstances 
like we often are. He will guide us as we pray 
for God’s will.

Romans 8:28-30
28 We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose. 29 For those he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, 
he also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.

Christians often become confused by life’s 
circumstances . This occurs because we 
expect the wrong things from life and from 
God . If we assume that God’s goal is to 
make us happy, we will be confused when 
we encounter unpleasant experiences . If we 
assume God wants us to be prosperous and 
healthy, we will be bewildered when we lose 
our job or contract a disease . However, if we 
understand God’s priorities for our life, then 
His actions will make perfect sense to us . 

Paul did not say all circumstances are good . 
He declared that God works all circumstances 
together so that good results from them . 
When you love God and are walking in step 
with Him, He can bring good out of every 
circumstance in your life .

Question 3:
What’s the role circumstances 
play in determining God’s will?
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____ Decision at work  ____ Family illness  ____ Financial need

____ Relationship conflict  ____ Spiritual struggle  ____ Other _______________

How did God take that situation and bring good either for you or others?

EVEN THEN
Choose one of these circumstances that you have experienced 

at some time in the past. Then answer the question.

“The lot is cast into the lap, 
but its every decision is from the Lord.”

P R O V E R B S  1 6 : 3 3

Engage
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Question 4:
When have you seen God bring 
something positive from a 
negative circumstance?

But what is the “good” that God produces? 
It’s seen in the next verse: “For those 
he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son .”  
The greatest good God can do for you  
is to make you like Jesus . 

You might lose your job and yet learn to 
pray like Jesus as a result . 

You might suffer the pain of a prodigal 
child, yet as a result, develop such a love 
for parents of prodigals that you launch a 
ministry to them in your church . 

You might contract an illness that restricts 
your activity, yet it makes you more 
humble and patient as a result . 

Your outward circumstances might appear 
to be worse, but your character grows in 
Christlikeness . One way your circumstances 
are tied to God’s will is for you to be more like 
Christ—and He will use your circumstances to 
make you more like Him .

Of course, this does not mean that you 
shouldn’t pray for God to resolve those 
circumstances . Pray for a new job . Pray for 
healing . But as you pray, let God use those 
circumstances to make you act and think 
more like Christ .

Difficult circumstances may catch us by 
surprise, but they never find God unprepared . 
God can take the most horrendous situation 
and bring good out of it . The key is always 
to make us more like Christ . The reality is we 
tend to grow more when the road is hard than 
when it is easy . So we ought not be surprised 
when God makes use of those hard roads in 
our lives! 

Romans 8:31-32
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 
did not even spare his own Son but offered him up for us all. How will he not also 
with him grant us everything?
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One of the most sublime thoughts in the English language 
is this: God is for us! That one truth will take us an eternity to 
meditate on! That should encourage us and give us boldness 
as we face life’s challenges.

I once met a lovely Christian couple who spent years in a 
loveless marriage. They tried to make it work, but they finally 
lost all hope, divorced, and went their separate ways. They 
even found different churches to attend. 

One fall, both of their churches launched an Experiencing 
God class, and the couple registered to take it in their 
respective churches. Soon after the classes began, both the 
husband and wife felt terribly convicted by how selfish and 
unloving they had been in the marriage. They both learned 
that God had been prepared to walk with them through the 
difficulties of their marriage but they had never invited Him 
to do so. They arranged to meet for lunch and apologized 
to the other. They eventually remarried—only this time they 
were determined to let Christ have the central role in their 
relationship. Now that they understood Christ was for them, 
they knew nothing could tear them asunder. When I met 
them, they had been remarried for four years and they were 
clearly the most joyful-looking couple in the entire auditorium! 

The pages of Scripture overflow with the truth that God loves 
us. Yet when we face difficult circumstances, we often act 
as if God does not care about us. The apostle Paul declared 
that God had demonstrated once and for all at the cross that 
there was nothing He would not do for us so we could walk 
with Him and experience abundant life. When humanity was 
hopelessly enslaved to sin, God did not spare His own Son, 
but freely gave Him so we might have life. 

When it comes to the role our circumstances play in God’s 
will, everything God does in our lives is driven by His love. So 
when God allows difficult circumstances in our lives, we must 
view them through the lens of Calvary where God gave His 
precious Son for us. 

Question 5:
When have you clearly seen that God is for you?
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God works in your life—even through those seemingly 
random moments and circumstances. How will you live 
out that truth this week? Choose one of the following 
applications.

Thank. If you’re going through a difficult situation, thank 
God for walking with you. Thank Him for His unfailing love. 
Ask God to show you what He wants to do in your life 
through these circumstances.

Review. Make a list of key events or moments in your life. 
Review the circumstances that led to those events and 
see how God was at work. Consider how God used those 
moments to bring you closer to Him.

Share. Open up with your group about a situation in your 
life that is confusing. Ask for feedback on how God might 
be using that circumstance to accomplish His purposes.

Remember, circumstances are not always just circumstances! 
We must learn to see God at work in our lives even when 
things don’t seem to be going right.

LIVE IT OUT
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