
Question 1:
What are some things you’ve enjoyed collecting 
over the years?

Godly Contentment4
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THE POINT

Godliness with contentment 
is great gain.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

For many of us, collecting 
is a hobby . We collected 
comic books or action figures 
as kids . As adults, many of 
us still enjoy collecting a 
certain item . It’s a hobby that 
includes the thrill of the hunt, 
organizing, displaying, and 
trading with others . 

Unfortunately, collecting 
is not a hobby for some 
people . It is an obsession . 
Psychologists have identified 
a common trait among 
hoarders—those who 
compulsively collect anything 
and everything . That 
common trait is anxiety .1 

We’ve all experienced a 
feeling of security from 

something we’ve possessed, 
even if that sense of security 
was short-lived . But seeking 
security and contentment 
from inanimate objects is 
elusive . Even trying to find 
security and contentment 
in people is ultimately 
unachievable because 
people will let us down at one 
time or another .

We don’t get our contentment 
from people or things, no 
matter how many things or 
relationships we surround 
ourselves with . God offers 
us a simpler approach—an 
achievable approach to 
contentment—that grows out 
of our relationship with Him .
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

1 Timothy 6:6-8
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the 
world, and we can take nothing out. 8 If we have food and clothing, we will be content 
with these.

Earlier in chapter 6, Paul spoke against false 
doctrine and human greed . False teachers 
were twisting God’s truth to mislead people 
into believing that godliness would result 
in material gain . They weren’t motivated by 
a desire to please God; instead they were 
motivated by a desire to gain the riches of this 
world . This isn’t godliness; it’s greed . 

This unfortunate false teaching resides in 
the hearts of many today . Over two-thirds of 
American churchgoers believe God wants 
them to prosper financially .

Most churches lift up the doctrine of grace—
we are recipients of God’s grace, a grace we 
do not deserve—yet we often act like our acts 
of service, devotion, and giving will receive 

some form of reward from God . In fact, thirty-
eight percent of churchgoers believe God 
rewards us when we give to the church .2 

I have unfortunately been there . I would 
never have preached this false doctrine, but 
at one point I was living it . When I was single, 
I patiently waited for God to provide a wife . 
I was as faithful as I could be . I even fasted 
from dating for a whole year, and it wasn’t 
easy . Surely God would bless my faithfulness 
to Him and provide a wife at the end of 
the year . I had earned it . But the years just 
passed . By the time I was twenty-five I was 
sure that God had called me to be single for 
the rest of my life, but I couldn’t understand 
why . Why hadn’t God blessed my faithfulness? 

Then it hit me . I had been using my pursuit of 
godliness as a down payment for the things 
I wanted God to provide for me . I had been 
using God to fulfill my own desires . I did 
love Him and wanted to please Him, but my 
motives weren’t for His glory; I was motivated 
by what I might gain . 

Question 2:
Why does contentment seem 
so elusive?
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Greed and godliness can never dwell in the 
same heart. One will be the resident, and the 
other will be the occasional visitor. Paul gave 
the antidote in verse 6: “But godliness with 
contentment is great gain.” True gain comes 
when godliness is married to contentment. 

The word Paul used for “contentment” is 
autarkeia. It means to be totally satisfied with 
what one has. 

We should be thankful for the simple things 
like food and clothing; the simple pleasures 
of life should satisfy us. When we are not 
content with simply having our daily needs 
met, we become discontent and push for more 
and more. The enemy loves the discontent 
heart, but contentment rests with the simple 
pleasures of life that come from God.

1 Timothy 6:9-11
9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and 
harmful desires, which plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But you, man of God, flee from these things, 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.

Have you ever had a craving for something 
sweet in the middle of the night? Paul warned 
about another craving: the craving of riches . 
The difference in the craving for a snack and 
the craving of riches is that the latter will lead 
to ruin and destruction . Craving riches is 
not just foolish; it’s harmful . It’s not the mere 
presence of riches that brings harm; it’s the 
craving—the desire—for those riches that is 
so dangerous . Such desires are a trap set to 
capture our hearts and guide us away from 
finding contentment in the things of God . 
Our flesh—our sinful human nature—will 
always crave the things of this world that 
never satisfy . If Satan can capture our hearts, 
then he can set us in motion on the path 
to destruction . 

“All kinds of evil” grow out of a love for money . 
The most dangerous thing that this craving 
can cause is a wandering from the faith . At 
this point, people do not necessarily deny 
their faith, but they no longer let it play a role 
in their lives . If we don’t seek our contentment 
in a godly life in Christ, our hearts are left 
open for the enemy to fill . 

Question 3:
What examples of brokenness 
have you seen that are a result of 
the love of money?
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House ____________ Food ____________ Insurance ____________

Car ____________ Tithe (church) ____________ Entertainment ____________

Utilities ____________ Cable/Internet ____________ Misc. ____________

How do each of these items help provide a sense of security and contentment? 

How do they compare with the security and contentment you find in Christ?

CHECKING OUR PRIORITIES
Consider your family budget. Put a number beside each of these common 

family expenditures representing the approximate percentage of monthly 

income dedicated to each item. Then answer the questions.

“He then told them,  
‘Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because 

one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.’”
L U K E  1 2 : 1 5

Engage
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Paul gave Timothy an alternate course: “flee 
from these things.” Sound advice for sure, 
but by itself, it’s not enough. It‘s one thing to 
flee from something; it’s equally important 
to consider what we run to. Paul called 
Timothy—and us—to pursue six traits:

Righteousness and godliness. These 
two traits have to do with our personal 
integrity, upright conduct before others, 
and our relationship to God.

Faith and love. These two traits speak 
to our trust, dependability, and actions 
toward both God and others.

Endurance and gentleness. We need 
staying power in the face of difficulties, 
and gentleness in dealing with difficult 
situations and people.

1 Timothy 6:17-19
17 Instruct those who are rich in the present age not to be arrogant or to set their hope 
on the uncertainty of wealth, but on God, who richly provides us with all things to 
enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do what is good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
willing to share, 19 storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of what is truly life.

Paul’s warning about the love of money 
applies to all of us—rich, poor, and in-
between . In verse 17, Paul issued a warning 
to those who have riches . I love the language 
he used here: “rich in the present age .” Any 
riches we possess in this present age are only 
in this present age; they won’t transfer to the 
age to come . Paul’s instructions were to guide 
the rich in how they should live with their 
temporary, current riches .  

Don’t be arrogant. Riches can easily 
cause people to believe they are better 
than others because they have more . This 
arrogance is wrapped up in entitlement .

Don’t place your hope in wealth (which 
is uncertain). Money can give us a false 
sense of identity and of security . Material 
things are bound to end one day . To place 
our hope and trust in wealth is like driving 
a car and never expecting it to run out of 
gas . Wealth will disappear, and when it 
does, so will our hope .

Hope in God. It’s a whole different story 
when our hope rests in God! We have 
riches in God, but a different type of 

Question 4:
What does it mean to store up 
treasures in heaven?
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riches . God “richly provides us with all things to enjoy” (v . 
17) . God doesn’t provide so that we can just exist . He gives 
us an abundant life (John 10:10) .

Do what is good. Want to be rich? Be rich in doing good 
works . Give . Be generous . Share . This is the cure for the 
craving of mere earthly riches . When the rich do this, 
they are “storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the coming age” (v . 19) . Giving here on earth 
is a deposit in heaven . 

I opened my first savings account at the age of twenty-two . 
Each month I placed a specific amount into this account, and 
I loved to watch the balance grow . This was not a big deal 
at first, but I became obsessed with seeing the increase 
in my savings . I became so focused on the increase of my 
savings that I found reasons not to tithe to my church or give 
anywhere else . I justified my disobedience by saying things 
like, “I do not trust how my tithe is being used by the church .” 
“I will give when I make more money .” The truth was I did not 
want to give because I was greedy . My savings account slowly 
began to own me, and I became enslaved to my own riches . 

I found the way to break this entrapment: I began giving again . 
The only cure for greed is generosity . I gave freely and began 
to experience godly contentment .

Question 5:
How can our group help one another  
strive for godly contentment?
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How will you pursue godliness with contentment? Choose 
one of the following applications:

Be Content. Begin your day—every day—with a focus 
on Christ. Ask Him to transform your thoughts from self 
to living a godly life for Him. Commit to finding your 
contentment in the things God provides and choose to live 
for Him.

Be Accountable. If you struggle with craving and buying 
things to give you a sense of security and contentment, 
choose someone you trust to be your coach and mentor, 
holding you accountable for how you spend. Seek a 
person who will encourage you to find your contentment 
in God alone.

Be Generous. If you’re not in the habit of giving, start. Give 
faithfully through your church. When you see a need, forgo 
a purchase for yourself, and step in to help with the need.

It’s easy to begin to rely on things or even people who bring 
us temporary happiness. But true contentment can only be 
found in our relationship with Christ.

LIVE IT OUT
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